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The world’s oceans are rich in biodiversity, cultural assets, and heritage that need to be 

known, kept, and safeguarded. Throughout time, humans have engaged with the ocean in 

multiple ways, from exploiting it and learning from it to conceptualizing it. These 

practices have impacted natural ecosystems and populations, and created tangible and 

intangible cultural productions that contribute to our current understanding of the oceans. 

The interaction of human and natural aspects is of particular relevance to address issues 

of safeguarding and conservation that may involve multiple dimensions of the oceans’ 

heritage. 

In this panel, we accept papers from all areas of and topics within the humanities, social 

and natural sciences (art, literature and music, history and archaeology, ecology and 

biodiversity, ecocriticism, museology, environment and climate changes, food security, 

animal studies, seascapes and coastal studies), most especially if they cross-fertilize their 

approaches of heritage and memory about the oceans in any time period and geographies. 

We welcome submissions from researchers from a wide range of worldviews - including 

traditional and indigenous - and from different career stages, non-academic stakeholders, 

and knowledge-holders. 
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Perceptions and Practices on Marine Animals in the Atlantic, 1419–1758’ (2016-2019). 

Her new book - Humans and Aquatic Animals in Early Modern Africa and Americas - is 

soon to be published by Amsterdam University Press  Cristina Brito has an 

interdisciplinary, comparative and cross-cultural approach to her research. Her scientific 

interests include early modern marine environmental history, local and global perceptions 

about and uses of the seas, Atlantic and oceanic histories, humans and nonhumans 

relationships, the Anthropocene and the Blue Humanities. She is also a member of the 

Board of OPI – Oceans Past Initiative, and an active member of several networks and 

research projects, within the thematic line of research (Environmental History and the 

Sea), such as the UNESCO Chair on Oceans' Cultural Heritage and the H2020 RISE 

project CONCHA. 


