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Vernacular built heritage, as a cross-temporal materialization and expression of community 

know-how, has been transmitted through generations over the centuries. Its adhesion to energy 

efficiency building principles as well as harnessing local materials and resources are lessons of 

learning in how buildings and sites can be effectively designed. Despite the recognized 

sustainability of this knowledge, nowadays, it is being forgotten due to the prevalence of new 

materials and technologies and construction trends. Both the tangible and intangible parts of 

this specific heritage are increasingly being lost. This has a negative impact on the 

understanding, heritage valorization and recovery of vernacular structures.  

What is the current and future role of vernacular-built heritage? How can it be protected 

towards its heritagization? How can vernacular-built knowledge contribute to a broader debate 

about the common heritage acuteness, strategies and policy making? By investigating the 

sustainability and adaptability of its inherent practices, which local and global challenges might 

it face?   

This panel aims to bring to the debate vernacular-built examples that can play a catalytic role 

in clarifying and consolidating a vision of a Heritage and also as drivers for the re(creation) of 

shared values to come up with a common heritage. Case studies can include elements built in 

urban or rural areas: residential (dwellings), agricultural facilities (e.g., mills, storage), 

religious buildings (e.g., chapels, hermitages) and landscape components (e.g., enclosures, 

thematic paths), among others. Proposals concerning buildings with a different state of 

conservations and usages are admitted. A main focus will be given to the underused and unused 

ones, as well as the buildings with new functions. The panel is targeted to researchers, 

professionals and workers who deal with this specifically built heritage and who are interested 

in the future-oriented role of the vernacular, both in its material and immaterial values. 
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