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The 20th century witnessed the waning of imperialism, a surge of decolonization processes, 

dramatic territorial transfers, mass migrations and ethnic cleansings unprecedented in scale. 

These changes brought about a modern phenomenon of territorial complexities and hybrid 

places, whose identity is related to conflict, territorial transfers, or change of hands. In the city 

of Beersheba in Israel/Palestine, for example, one finds a national Israeli museum, housed in 

an Ottoman mosque, that formed part of local Muslim heritage in its prime. In Germany, former 

GDR housing estates and public buildings are reused, appreciated, and conserved. This session 

engages these phenomena and seeks to ask: what type of models can we suggest for 

understanding the current political, social and cultural significance of such buildings, which 

have been appropriated and reinterpreted? What are the terms for introducing the discussion of 

such places into contemporary post-colonial and global political discourses? How can social 

and political theories, as well as architectural history and theory, facilitate new readings of the 

re-signification of built heritage? 

Built heritage in past or present conflict zones and contested territories have received ample 

attention. However, focus on the built environment of the 20th century is lacking, perhaps 

because critical analysis of the more recent past is intrinsically connected to politics of memory 

or ongoing disputes, deeming it charged and fragile. This session, therefore, proposes to present 

such analyses and provide a platform for rethinking concepts and practices dealing with hybrid 

or layered forms of built heritage; for analyzing current theoretical challenges and 

problematizing the relation between power and heritage in politically and culturally intricate 

zones. Through this session, we wish to acknowledge the current tension between the 

disciplines of history and heritage studies and discuss nuanced methods that might suit this 

challenge. We thus welcome papers that engage the intersection of political and cultural 

processes related to architectural heritage, as well as case studies analyzing heritage practices 

in contested built environments. 
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